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All of this suggests that the market remains buoyant in the foreseeable
future, and some of these deals could be unveiled in Singapore this week.

~ The two biggest plane makers have had a habit of reporting deals during
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various major airshows around the world.

Boeing, for example, is already reportedly preparing to unveil orders at
the Singapore Airshow for about 100 aircraft worth up to US$8 billion
from carriers in Indonesia, India, China, Malaysia and elsewhere in the
region.

The Sydney-based Centre for Asia-Pacific Aviation reckons a key Boeing
single-aisle passenger jet customer at the Singapore Airshow could be
Indonesia's Lion Air, which is expected to order more B737-900ERs to add
to its current 122 planes. Meanwhile, national carrier Garuda is said to be
planning to order 10 B777-200ERs, adding to its existing order for 10
B787s and 50 B737-800s.

Other airlines in the market for planes at the moment include India's
Paramount Airlines, and Malaysia Airlines which is looking to replace its
ageing fleet of B737-400s. Middle Eastern players like Etihad will also be
aggressively courted by plane makers, as will the region's low-cost
carriers, which are looking to add to their already significant orders as
they try to keep up with air travel demand growth in East Asia.

The thirst for travel and the demand for air connectivity is also forcing
open the skies across Asia.

The big event in Southeast Asian aviation this year has been the partial
opening of the lucrative - but highly protected - shuttle route between
Singapore and Kuala Lumpur from Feb 1. More of such liberalisation can
be expected this year, as the dateline for the Asean open skies
approaches.

Needless to say, this will fuel more demand for aviation infrastructure and
aircraft orders.

This week at the first airshow of 2008, Airbus will be looking to sell more
of its A350XWBs, while Boeing will be pushing its already successful
B787s. Meanwhile, regional jet makers like Embraer, Bombardier and
others will be eyeing the growing demand for fuel efficient regional and
private/executive jets in Asia.

On display will be Bombardier's Learjet 60, Challenger 605 and Global
Express XRS; the Cessna C680 and Citation CJ3; the Dassault Falcon
900EX; the Eclipse 500; the Embraer Legacy 600; Gulfstream 150, 200,
450 and 550; and the Hawker 4000 and 900XP. Turboprop business
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aircraft appearing include the Hawker B200GT King Air and the Piaggio
Aero Industries P180 Avanti II.

Defence contractors will also be busy this week, displaying the latest
hardware and software. For example, Boeing's displays will include the F-
15C and F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet fighter jets and the Harpoon, SLAM-ER
and JDAM weapons systems. Other hardware on display include Lockheed
Martin F-35 JSF and several unmanned air vehicles (UAVs): BAE Systems
Herti; Elbit Hermes 450, 450B and 900 and the Northrop Grumman Fire
Scout and Global Hawk.

All in all, this should be an exciting week for the more than 800
participating companies from 42 countries, who include global leaders in
the commercial, military, general aviation and space sectors.
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